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Descent	of	man

Project	Gutenberg	75,981	free	eBooks	54	by	Charles	Darwin	"The	Descent	of	Man,	and	Selection	in	Relation	to	Sex"	by	Charles	Darwin	is	a	scientific	publication	written	during	the	late	19th	century.	In	this	work,	Darwin	explores	the	origins	and	evolution	of	humans,	focusing	on	their	development	from	lower	forms	of	life	and	discussing	the	processes
of	natural	and	sexual	selection.	The	book	seeks	to	build	on	Darwin's	earlier	theories,	applying	them	specifically	to	the	human	species	and	providing	a	comprehensive	...	Read	More	analysis	of	various	aspects	of	human	evolution.	The	opening	of	the	work	serves	as	an	introduction,	outlining	Darwin's	motivations	and	intentions	for	the	book.	He	reflects	on
the	acceptance	of	evolutionary	theory	within	the	scientific	community	and	the	importance	of	understanding	human	origins	in	a	similar	light	to	other	species.	Darwin	sets	the	stage	for	his	exploration	by	highlighting	key	themes	such	as	descent,	variability,	and	the	role	of	both	natural	and	sexual	selection	in	shaping	human	traits.	He	emphasizes	that
humans	share	a	close	anatomical	and	developmental	relationship	with	other	mammals,	pointing	out	evidence	from	embryology	and	comparative	anatomy	that	supports	the	idea	of	common	descent.	The	beginning	establishes	a	foundation	for	the	detailed	examination	of	human	evolution	that	follows,	engaging	readers	with	the	profound	implications	of
Darwin's	observations	and	conclusions.	(This	is	an	automatically	generated	summary.)	Show	Less	Ask	the	publishers	to	restore	access	to	500,000+	books.	Sacred	Texts		Age	of	Reason		Darwin		Buy	this	Book	at	Amazon.com	Contents				Start	Reading	Title	Page	Preface	to	the	Second	Edition	Contents	Introduction	Chaper	I.	The	Evidence	of	the	Descent
of	Man	From	Some	Lower	Form	Chapter	II.	On	The	Manner	of	Development	of	Man	From	Some	Lower	Form	Chapter	III.	Comparison	of	the	Mental	Powers	of	Man	and	the	Lower	Animals	Chapter	IV.	Comparison	of	the	Mental	Powers	of	Man	and	the	Lower	Animals--continued.	Chapter	V.	On	the	Development	of	the	Intellectual	and	Moral	Faculties
During	Primeval	and	Civilised	Times	Chapter	VI.	On	the	Affinities	and	Genealogy	of	Man	Chapter	VII.	On	the	Races	of	Man	Chapter	VIII.	Principles	of	Sexual	Selection	Chapter	IX.	Secondary	Sexual	Characters	in	the	Lower	Classes	of	the	Animal	Kingdom	Chapter	X.	Secondary	Sexual	Characters	of	Insects	Chapter	XI.	Insects,	continued	Chapter	XII.
Secondary	Sexual	Characters	of	Fishes,	Amphibians,	and	Reptiles	Chapter	XIII.	Secondary	Sexual	Characters	of	Birds	Chapter	XIV.	Birds--continued	Chapter	XV.	Birds--continued	Chapter	XVI.	Birds--concluded	Chapter	XVII.	Secondary	Sexual	Characters	of	Mammals	Chapter	XVIII.	Secondary	Sexual	Characters	of	Mammals--continued	Chapter	XIX.
Secondary	Sexual	Characters	of	Man	Chapter	XX.	Secondary	Sexual	Characters	Of	Man--continued	Chapter	XXI.	General	Summary	and	Conclusion	Supplemental	Note.	On	Sexual	Selection	in	Relation	to	Monkeys	Index.	Darwin	wrote,	in	the	preface	to	the	second	edition,	of	'the	fiery	ordeal	through	which	this	book	has	passed'.	He	had	avoided	the
logical	outcome	of	the	general	theory	of	evolution,	bringing	man	into	the	scheme,	for	twelve	years,	and	in	fact	it	had,	by	that	time,	been	so	much	accepted	that	the	clamour	of	the	opposition	was	not	strident.	He	had	also	been	preceded	in	1863	by	Huxley's	Man's	place	in	nature.	The	book,	in	its	first	edition,	contains	two	parts,	the	descent	of	man	itself,
and	selection	in	relation	to	sex.	The	word	'evolution'	occurs,	for	the	first	time	in	any	of	Darwin's	works,	on	page	2	of	the	first	volume	of	the	first	edition,	that	is	to	say	before	its	appearance	in	the	sixth	edition	of	The	origin	of	species	in	the	following	year.	The	last	chapter	is	about	sexual	selection	in	relation	to	man,	and	it	ends	with	the	famous
peroration	about	man's	lowly	origin,	the	wording	of	which	differs	slightly	in	the	first	edition	from	that	which	is	usually	quoted.	In	a	letter	dated	March	28,	1871	(Emma	Darwin,	Vol.	II,	pp.	202-203)	Darwin	mentions	the	help	that	his	daughter	Henrietta	Emma	had	given	him	in	reading	the	manuscript	and	correcting	the	style,	and	calls	her	'my	very	dear
coadjutor	and	fellow-labourer'.	The	first	edition	is	in	two	volumes	and	occurs	in	two	issues	which	can	not	be	distinguished	by	their	title	pages,	inserted	advertisements	or	bindings.	They	have,	however,	important	textual	differences.	The	first	issue	can	be	recognized	by	the	errata	on	the	verso	of	the	title	leaf	of	Volume	II,	seventeen	errata	for	Volume	I
and	eight	for	Volume	II.	The	verso	of	the	title	leaf	of	Volume	II	of	the	second	issue	has	a	list	of	nine	other	works	by	Darwin	and	no	errata.	The	verso	of	the	half	title	leaf	of	Volume	II	of	the	first	issue	bears	the	printer's	note,	but	it	is	blank	in	the	second.	The	first	issue	has	a	note	on	a	tipped	in	leaf	(pp.	[ix-x])	in	Volume	II	which	refers	to	'a	serious	and
unfortunate	error'	which	affects	pages	297-299	in	Volume	I,	and	pages	161	and	237	in	Volume	II.	In	the	second	issue	this	leaf	is	absent	and	the	relevant	pages	have	been	entirely	reset.	The	easiest	way	to	distinguish	the	two	issues	of	Volume	I	alone	is	to	look	at	the	first	word	on	page	297.	It	is	'transmitted'	in	the	first	issue	and	'When'	in	the	second.
Both	issues	have	sixteen	pages	of	inserted	advertisements	for	Murray's	popular	works	in	Volume	I,	and	sixteen	pages	of	Murray's	standard	works	in	Volume	II,	all	dated	January	1871.	The	first	issue,	of	2,500	copies,	was	published	on	February	24,	and	the	second,	of	2,000	copies,	in	March.	Both	cost	£1.	4s.	and	were	in	standard	bindings.	The	end-
papers	of	the	first	issue	are	invariably,	in	my	experience,	dark	green	almost	black;	whilst	those	of	the	second	may	be	the	same,	or	dark	brown.	The	above	descriptions	refer	to	ordinary	trade	copies.	Darwin's	own	copy	of	Volume	I	of	the	first	issue,	now	at	Cambridge,	differs	in	three	points	and	is,	in	my	experience,	unique.	Firstly,	it	is	dated	1870	on	the
title	page;	secondly	the	wording	on	the	title	page	differs	slightly	from	that	of	the	trade	edition;	and	thirdly	the	spine	gilding	of	the	case	differs.	These	points	are	summarized	under	F936.	It	is	known	that	Wallace	received	his	complimentary	copy	late	in	1870,	and	other	complimentaries	may	have	gone	out	at	the	same	time,	so	that	other	copies	like
Darwin's	own	may	exist.	The	presentation	copy	to	William	Boyd	Dawkins,	however,	is	dated	February	17.	In	the	first	American	edition,	which	is	not	printed	from	English	stereos,	Volume	I	is	based	on	the	first	issue	text	and	Volume	II	on	the	second.	Volume	II	gives	sixteen	errata	for	Volume	I,	the	compositor	having	noticed	'dragon-flys'	(p.	344)	as	being
wrong,	and	none	for	Volume	II.	The	passage	about	the	serious	error	is	retained,	except	for	that	part	which	refers	to	pages	161	and	237	of	Volume	II.	I	have	seen	a	copy	of	Volume	I	which	is	dated	February	25,	so	that	it	is	probable	that	the	two	volumes	were	not	issued	together.	There	is	a	second	American	issue	of	Volume	I	which	follows	the	text	of	the
English	second.	There	were	two	further	issues	of	the	two	volume	English	edition,	in	April	and	in	December	of	1871,	the	seventh	and	eighth	thousands.	Small	changes	were	made	in	the	texts	of	each,	and	Darwin	remarks,	in	the	preface	to	the	second	edition,	'during	the	successive	reprints	of	the	first	edition	of	this	work	...	I	was	able	to	introduce	several
important	corrections'.	The	second	edition	of	1874,	the	tenth	thousand,	is	in	one	volume	in	three	parts,	instead	of	the	two	of	the	first,	sexual	selection	in	relation	to	man	being	separated	off	as	the	third	part.	It	is	extensively	revised	and	contains	a	note	on	the	brains	of	man	and	apes	by	T.	H.	Huxley	at	pp.	199-206,	and	a	five	line	errata	slip.	This	and	the
subsequent	four	printings	are	octavos	in	twelves,	whilst	that	of	1882	becomes	an	octavo	in	eights;	all	are	in	standard	bindings.	The	eleventh	thousand	of	1875	has	the	errata	corrected	as	well	as	small	textual	changes.	The	twelfth	thousand	of	1877	has	added	at	the	end,	pp.	620-624,	a	supplemental	note	which	is	reprinted	from	Nature	of	November	2
1876,	p.	18.	This	is	the	final	definitive	text,	and	subsequent	one	volume	issues	until	the	turn	of	the	century	are	from	stereos	of	it.	In	1888,	there	was	an	entirely	new	printing	in	two	volumes,	the	Library	Edition,	uniform	with	the	similar	edition	of	The	origin	of	species	printed	in	the	same	year.	This	had	two	later	issues,	and	the	same	stereos,
repaginated,	were	then	used	for	the	one	volume	issues	of	the	Edwardian	period.	Although	not	nearly	so	much	in	demand	as	The	origin	of	species,	the	work	has	appeared	in	a	number	of	library	series,	especially	in	America,	and	has	been	almost	continuously	in	print,	either	in	full	or	abridged;	it	has	also	appeared	in	combination	volumes	with	The	origin
of	species.	There	is	a	Brussels	facsimile	of	the	seventh	thousand	in	1969,	and	a	New	York	one	of	the	second	edition	in	1974,	but	no	facsimile	of	the	first	issue	of	the	first	edition	has	yet	appeared.	The	Limited	Editions	Club	of	New	York	issued	a	handsome	quarto	in	1971,	which,	like	their	Origin	of	species,	was	produced	by	the	Griffin	Press,	Adelaide:
unfortunately	it	omits	the	parts	on	selection	in	relation	to	sex	and	is	therefore	useless	as	a	text.	It	was	translated	into	Danish,	Dutch,	French,	German,	Italian,	Polish,	Russian	and	Swedish	in	Darwin's	lifetime	and	into	ten	further	languages	since.	These	include	two	in	Yiddish,	one	from	America	and	one	from	Poland,	the	only	Darwins	in	this	language.
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